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TT i5-this day Ordered by the 
Commons Houſe of Parity 
AMENT, That M. Sollicitour and 
M. Salloway, , doe returne thank 
unto M.Carter for the great pains he 
took atthe intreaty of the Houſe, be. 
fore the Members thereof at S, 
eM argarets Weſtminſter this day 0 
the publike Faſt, and thatthey doe 
intreat him from this Houſe tc 
Print his Sermon : And it is alk 
Ordered and required that no man 
fhall preſume to print this Booke or 


Sermon burhewhom M. Carter ſhall 
aligne underhis hand. © 
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| H! Elſjnge, Cler,ParlD.Com, 
Ws Appoint ney Calvert to. Print the aforc- 7 , 
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HONOVR ABLE. HOVSE. OF 
COMMONS now Afembled 


y in. PARLIAMENT» 


LE abilities, hy i to. you my two 
-Y mites, ore. frow the Pulpit,. this 


[2 P >), The wiſe God &: pleaſed to truſt 
SSD) Ms  thetreaſure of bs Goſpel, incax- 2Cer.4.7. 
then veſlclls. Such gloriews and ſweet diſcoveries of 
timſelfe the Lord hath given, #511 5ty that the yucakeſt 

may by it be helpfull iy ſequments untothe Rroogeſt, The 35% 10 
weapons of our warfare are mighty, not. fra. our 
ſelves, but through God, who glorifieth ſtrength in 
weakeneſle....-> 7, 1:7 


This truth of his, concerning reconciliation with him, 
1Þ #5 92e of the principail; by it rl pur of men axe 0ver- 
'YY come to doe for God ('its called juſtification of life, Tit 2.13, 
(Rom. 5.48. : eco the putting forth of ſpiritual] '* 
life in us begins inthat,) and Ged bimſelfe is overcome 
te doe for men. 
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I Padied how to ſþeake a word in ſeaſon: as for a day 
of Faſt jt is the buſiweſie of that day, to make atonement; 
As for your ſelves, of all the preparations you can make, 


for that great work you have in hand, it-is the chiefe. 


Thi inzazeth heaven for your aſiFance, fits you for the 
worke, rayſeth your aff ettions to it, continually gives & 


new and freſh increaſe of ſtrength , it reſtores the foule, 
which otherwiſe growes weake in all it's atls, by decayes 


of naturein the body, and the guilt of ſinne upon. the con-. 


Pr.roz3.5 ſcience; when ſinne pardoned our youth returnes, and 
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is renewed like the Eagles : 1t will Enjz you all together 
in a mutuall and an heavenly loave.The Thebans in their 
CArmies had a bad of men they called ſacracohors, 


. which conſiſted of ſuch only, who were joyn'd together in 


the bonds of love; theſe they eſteem'd the prizne of all 
their ftrength in battell : Thu is the priviledge of thoſe_) 
who are at peace with God; they are an holy band, all 
knit together by that heavenly bond. ” 
— Now. the God of Pee that brought -againe 
from the dead our Lord Jeſus, the great ſhepheard 


- | of the ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting 


covenant, make you perfeR in every good worke to 


doe his will, working in you that which is well plez- 


ſing in his fight, through Jefus Chriſt, This is the 


prayer of 


Your daily Oratour 


and humble ſeryant in Chriſt ' 
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Ver W's 1 Then all the children of [ I ani al 
the peoþle went up, and tame unto tbe houſe of God, 
md wept and ſate there before the Lord, and falled. 
that day untill even, and offered me ferings, nd 
ace offerings before the Lord; 

25. And'rhe hilton of] ſra Si Buirtdofil ihes 
Lord,(for ge Arke of the covenant of God Was there. if 
” thoſe dayes,"! i en, | n | 

28, And Phinehas rheſon A E leatariph4ſoh of 
Aaron, ſtoodbefore it in thoſe dayes ) [azing, all t: 
et againe goe out to battaile again3i,the children of 
Benjamine my brother, or ſhall ceaſe? Jnd the, 
Lord ſaid,goe up,for to-morrow will I deliver Thens 
nto tbine band. 
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PBL Nt this Chapeer we have the Hiftory'0 of 
He the Warre of 1/#ael againſt-his brother - 
- Benjamine The accafton of the Warre 

@y we have in the former 'Chapter , the 
-@SgS. fine: about. therLevites: Concubines: . 
kia ſo foule,.as all ET \s, his of God, the 

| men 


 ASermon preached at the late Faſt 


men. no ſal held themſelves 9 bl iged toſceirp " 
ie ke 11 by. 248 Seal Qf a6 was acknowledge wo 
4 eo upon ſuppola mmitte 
the po pls add MAE ft Wm Vee of PRFAY 
Had they built that from ey intention to-have uſed 
it inthe worſhip,the people had been boundto wart, 
againſt them; as we (ce in that they make the caſe 
to be the {a ey with thatof_d#ban, and t Peor, Joſh, 
F201 7 22D; £ 
. The cauſchere, for which the, yeo le tooke up 
qriver/was juſt, of apd rheir.call was goqd, it was from 
od befides,wh at*they had; for it, of the mind of 
God, cicher by. precepti of cxwmple, - the.\Lord did 
countenance the Ty 6y an Oracle from Hzayen, 
wer |, r8. 1% 234.8 $- { Hgoe, SR toxpattel. aga'n the chyl- 
dren of FARE my brother 2. The Lord ad, 202 
avainſt him.” Yet rhe ſnecelfe was itt.” wice 3a 
Tree ſinitten by the rebells, to the loſſe; well ni igh,of 
ROE ROY FRCcBIER-, ; Good; fuctelſe rin wars de- 
PENC dymych upon the gOAC dnefle of the'caufe, but not. 
only uppn chat ; nor is alwayesthe juſtice of acauſe 
wartant for a manto take up Armes, there muſt alſo 
be alawfull call, both: theſe are not-cnovgh'to bring 
apbappy.iſſue Thy wehall ſee inghe Fexyin whicli 
we haverwothings; 
Firſt,'the practice of rhe people upon their being 
beat and put to flight the ſecond time. 
Secondly, thefucceſle of thattheir practice, -. 
7. "Their practice is laid downe, // 
I. Fitſhin cnooakh they gae to:God: Then al the il. 
aren of Ifexcl. andcall the prople went up, and came unty 
rhechouſe of Godz ant ſateahere before: rhe Lord, "When 
——_— a ans rhey goeto God, md: 


When 
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/ E when when the :world leaves them, rhat-is, when crofles 
come, ind the coinfbres oftinslife-torfake them), =_ 
doe the 4ike; rhey: goer rohim!;n AiRtfongdrivertle 
{ I nicked tamherioft from:God, bur bring his: people 
+ { gearcrtorhims[ Coe, fayt beg; let ws rarunn&wnitothe} Hol.6,r; 


Lerd our God, for be hath torwe,and he wit beate ws bebah 

| xy as ay wild bind wonpy 

Secondly: inpirticular; inrwe things: 375 ry a; Ill 
1 | --(Firſt, theylabour rhe: making df their pexee: with I. ul. 
| God; which all this. while chey: had "negleRed'; | 
| which negle& was the cauſe why?God did tibt alt ll 
i] them \-A' man that would'doe Jay ItHirg tot Got) | Ll 
| | nd proſper ih his woke, befides that both his # 
. I and his ca# muſt be good, himfelfe avuſt alſo\be t | 
\ | peace withbim.. The Iſraelites wete'right in what they '\ 
5 | did;i rhey wete not righe theiniclues'thirt werlt abox iſ 
{I it, they had their Idolls; and fate worthips; [till 2- "i 
. | moavg them,uitrepented of; therefore God wenr no | 
I forth with! their Armies, - Ar laſt tliey ſer'vpon' by iu 
{| making ;of their: Peace, -and that they is inthies 
] tings. 
] 


Firſt, They bumble themſelves with: faſtivg; ind I: | 
weeping. No peace withGod to an unbroken hearr. | < 
bodreftteth the proud, he ghvtth griice tothe humble; It 1m 6 'N 

- 4 my people bumble rhemſehver(Caith God) and pray. 86, © | 
I will forgive their finwe aud heale rhur lend, u Chion. | 


7+ 14+ 
Secondly, They gocts 'Gedfot nab; that was' a] 
the defigne of their burnt offerings : "or this (actifice 
was atype of Chrift, offering np himſclfe, through 
the cternall Spiritz unto God; that his bloods we 
| + be purged from: dead works, [i the Apoſtle 
B 2 T kirdly: 
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+ 4 Saiwch etched arabectine Faſt 


_ ©. Thirdly;; Fheyiigive-up themſelves in covenant 
with Godzthatwas theinicns efcheirpeace.offcringy; 
the word {22 Nhgnjfics fav wel a/ pay-offering, or 
thank offeting,:35 apeaceofftering 11the nature of this 

>] 71 ſactifice wehae explained Lev .qs where weftnd: it; 

cicher. for.thank{giving unto: God. for. nercies recei; 
ved,v.1t, orincaſe of gyow,:or voluntary: offering, 
'- 9.16, Prov.7.14«1heve peact efferings with me, thi 

: Aqrhavelpdid my oomel theſe ewodatrifices,:hutnt- 

oftcrings-and, pracc-offerings,cſtill xrentrogerher;oin 

ſe. the Lord,was ſonght to inifogne grear diſterefſe; 

T4473 1:4 tiS;peaple: was inditiedfetor Benjamin; 

%ix bty;had killed fomaby-ofthatFribe; w.z.. they 

if:.,ur- their. y@ice and; weptdore; and wv. 4. they 
ujlt an Altar, 'and-offered burnt-offtrings and peaces 

Pf Iig6yy Agane-4 Chronciel: 152 David: washin 

if becauſe; aft the: pligng, 1hee offirs burng-« 


ns, & 


Loxd;-and haw: often doc we'find; hiow idtheirdi, 


our -peace;oft=rjiag myſt nat: be-omirteds Philiai6y 
 ſopplication withthawkſgivingy)\make. yourrd queſt knows 
ro God.” »Would\ wekabyy\ tha. reatpn. why 2{acrificd 
of ch ankſgiving, orof a vow to God, ſhould be called 
a peac<-offering,.,we have itiinthendst words of the 


this,ſayes he; ad the peace. of God, which paſſeth all an« 
der ap 3mpg; ſhall keep your Seats and ancndls, through 
Chriſt Jeſu. Ny ll; what were: the thanks this people 
gaveto God ? noconly ſom<goaG. words; they;geve 

MWOHGAD 3 Q& them: 


offrrings 324 peace:offerings;/2and;called\upn the | 


> 44131 {, Be cargfull for nothingy, inthe wir heking;\ by prajer and Ut 


Apoltle, namely,becauſgrhefruit 9fitis pace; doe 


Qae#, hey made :yawks:h0 God whatthcywould I: 
oc it he would helpthem! The Apoſtle therefore I; 
.: HfaycsSdiiwewonld icekto;Gbdiaittimo of traiible, this | 


— © 


before the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 


thrwmſelvs 4 living ſacrifice z, beſides that which hath 
; Ebinſaid, the nature of the duty now in hand implies 
| {1s much'; as we-ſce in the hkecaſe of prayer and fa- 
; Ufting, Nehem.g.1,:7.28. Weare tmegreat 'Ufrifie. and 
lecanſe of this, 'we. make. 4 ſure covenant, ard.write'it; 
, Yerdonr Princes, Levites,and Prieſts, ſeale unto it.' Thus 
, I! fay they inceavour the making of their peace with 
, God. JoEK. 4.7 | | | 43Þ 
'Secondly, They ſue for his advice and 'counſell, 


Shall 1 Jet 4gaine goe out to, battell againf:the children of 


&fifted, when they:were advanc'r {o-farre, 'and that ar 
Gods command, were very hard; Burt ſuch is'the 
temper of a broken heart, to be content with-what 
 I'ppeares ro bethe mind of God, though an occaſion: 


| 
; YBcojamine avy brother, or fhall I ceaſe 2; Now to have: 
1 
. 


. on 


; Jef an heavy croſle., - . - 


; I. This ſuite-of the people is ſer. forth by-circumſian-- 
= UNI SIR GT; +) MT 
Y 3 [. Of place where the Arke was. | - . - 

» Ofche Perlon.by whom, Phinehas the fo 

-,-:C.: of Elcazar. 

I -:Thele circumſtances arc brought in,1 ſuppoſe, 
\ Aehictcly re ſhew. the time:when this warre fell out ; 
| Ut was before the Arke was taken captive by the Phi- 
ifis,tor(fays the Textbe A4rke of the covenant of God 
1, there ( that 1s, atithe houſe of. God;.or at the 
Tabernacle ofrhe Congregation) in thoſe dayes, and 
t was inthe,ttme that Phinehas Rood: betore-it;, ſo as 
however this Hiſtory. be here placed,.at the end of 
his Booke of Judges, yet. was ig-of more amtiquity, 
ur this 1; (hall not. need. to. ſtand upon. i. Thus .wee 
averhe fiſt thing.in.the Text; the. practice of the 
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The ſveomd is the ſucceſſe of th this \praRire, an at 
ſwer from God, intwothings, - lo 
| Firſt acommand, oe ap, that is, to battel! nm W 
Benjamine. From whence we may obſerve, How evey 
warre he a bloody work, 4" e14/H{1- warre eſpecrally, ; yet in th 
ſome Faſes it is God's command,” lo 
Secondly a promiſe, in which V 
Firſt the thing promiſed, victory, I will give thin 0 
G | 
t 
(6 
If 
þ 
t 


into thine hand. © Good: cauſe the ved had to make 
their peace: with God, he is the "Lord of hoaſts who 
ordeterh at tits pleaſute, whatevent ſhall-be in any cn- 
terprize. There ate ({aith-Solomm) many devices inthe 
heart of man,but the comnfell of the Lord,that ſhall and, 

Secondly. the time, to 'morrow, God makes haſt | 

to help his people now their peare was mate : he was 
at hand before, and ready to have done it, they were * 
not ready far the merey'; the Lord is 4 God of Tadge- | 
went, therefore will he waite hat he may be Sraciow fo | 
-by people. 16.36.18 

Thus have we'the wotds: unfolded, hd: you ſee, | 

we find them full of heavenly-matter, each of thee | 
patticulars affording ſomething to us, by way of ob. 
ſervation. I ſhall-infiſt only apon' that, which riſeth 
from the whole of this hiftory,andit is'this, 

* That the worke of God doth profper beſt in ; ſuch MN | 
hands, whoſe ſinnes are pardoned, and whoſe peace ts made 
with him, "+ 

It was not the fumber of the forces, thir- 
tcene to one-and more could carry it ; t was 1/racls 
repentatice, his teatesand faſting, his burnr- offerings 
and peacc-offerings, ' that was the'ruine of thoſe wic- 
ked men, When: 1/ratt by reates and fopplicariois 
ork had conquer'd Have, the conqueſt of the Bez- 


 Jamites 


_ | beferethe Commons Hauſe of Parlawnrrs To 


W— _—_—_ — 


_ —__ — 
—_ — 


unites Was caſy, which, before they. found. ſo. much 
8p frets {irerggh.; 'tis :rue, God ſerves himſelfe 
ſometimes, upon, his enemies, . and they ſhall. doc his 
& Jwork, bur ſtill bis bufineGe profpers beſt with ſugh 
». {who are his friends. Therctore doe we find. that-when 
#4 Ithe Lord: did. point. tenth to his Prophes ina viſion; 
Joſuah. the high Priefh, as the inſtrument, whereby be 2:c.; x, 
would.doe great. things tor his people,., he- ſets, him 35125: 
i Jour a5 one whole fiones were: pardoned" Thar\is.the 
ſcope of that phraſe in the viſion, Joſaa. flood. before 
og Wie A get of the. Lord.1n filthy garments, and: God 
wrmenas. them to. be taken from hina.y\ fo.is the phraſe 
interpreted by God himſclte, v 4. he. ſaid r0thems that 
© Uwdby, take away the filthy garments from him,. and 11s 
a Ji 4imheſaid, 1 have cauſ;d thine iniqtghy es topaſie from | 
mn tee, and I will clothe thee wich change of raymert ; Thus W_ 
+ Jafo was it with rhe Prophet Jjarah, wharcomplaitts 17.5.5. © [i] 
Ihe makes.of his unficnefle tor the offige, and -imploys 8. 
Incnt of a,Propher! Woe iz we. ({aith he). 1 am wn 
dane, becauſe I an a, man -of uncleaxe lips; God doth 
, Jbut aflure him that hiy lines were pardoned,and-how 
Fready is he, and.forward to the worke 2? w.6. one-of- 
Ithe Scraphims touched hu lips with acoale from the Altar; 
} that is,, he was roucht by thar Spree of grace and life | 
 Yukich. is in:Chrifh, our; Altar, whereby; (asthe Apo- jm 5 
tle ſays.) we. are meds free fromthe 'Lamof ſinne.and © 1. 
teath, and ſaycs-unto.him,, thy iniquity. # taken away, 
ad thy ane purged, then when God cryes,, whom ſhall 
Siſend.?. and. mhe. mill ego foras;2 heream T ( layes, the 


Prophet) ſena mesSeew hat a, pardon. CQts,t0 fc us for: 
. be work of Gods, nor: that now; he beganto be'a 
- Mfcopher, or that goxy- bis frotres-werer inſt pardoned, 
, Yow-this ficſh.cvidene@ ol pagdans gaye. to bimianew: 
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ſtrength,and courage to the work. Another inſtance 
we have of this in Sasl;and David. Saul was amanof 
the poodlieſt perſon, and for gifts of narnre, was the 
likelieſt of all the men'of 1ſracl tro make'a King, and 
ſuch' a King, as ſhould deliver 7/raet from oppreſſion 
by his enemics, he was hizher than any of the people 
from the ſhoulders upward, « Sam t0+24. thereſtimony | 
that Sammell gave of him was this, ſee him whom they | 
Lord hath choſen, that there & none like him among all 
the people_,v.+4. He was a man of ſuch bopes, and 
Samuel himſelfe had ſuch expeRations, whar God 
would doe for 1ſ-ael by his hand, as we ſee how he 
mourns for Sau! when God had caſt him off. But 
this mans finnes were never pardoned, he never made 
his peacewith God inall his life, 'and how ill the work 
of God ſucceeded in his hands ! he'does his work to 
halves. God ſends him to deftroy A malek, (againſt 
. Whom he had an ancient quarrell,) Saul ſpares Agag, 
. and the fatteſt of vhe cattell. Tſrael,in the time ot his 
reigne, was brought ro ſich a bondage to the Phi. 
. liftines, as that there was not found a Smith in| ſracl, and 
* the people hid themſelves in caves, in thickets, andin 
racks, and high places 3 it is true, at tHe beginning of 
his reigre, ſomething he did, but yer, if Saul ſlew 
his thouſands, David h# ten thouſands, and what was 
David ? a man bur of a ſl'ghr appearance in compa- 
riſon, but 4 man afier Gods own heart, one that had 
* his (innes pardoned, and could ſay,o God thow art my 
God, and of Gods favor, that it was better than life 
to his ſoule; he {layes Goliah with & ling and a ſton, 
when Sat ſtands trembling in his tent : and how did 
he proſper againſt the enemies of God throughout his 
rcigne! 'Well, this David breakes his peace with Gul, 


and 
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and then how feeble and how weake he growes ! thar 
fnne in the matter of Yriah, he contceiles broke his 
© Yhnes, Pſi5r. 8. Againeat ver,12, ſee what he ſaies, 
d Nl zeſtore to me the joy of thy Salvation, and eſtabliſh me_z 
n I a1th thy free Spirit, then will I reach tranſereſſours thy 
le Y payes and ſinners ſhall be converted to thee, David 
Y I was a Propher, but he could not teach the wayes of 
2 JGod, untill the joy of Gods Salvation was rcſtor'd 
: himz The joy of tbe Lord is our firenzth, Nehem. 
| 9, 10. | | 

0d} Now in handling this Point, however that in my 
ie FText, from whence it riſeth, be aninſtance onely of 
at Yzwarre, that 7/rael under-tooke for God, yet I ſhall 
Je Ynot there confine my ſelfe, bur infiſt upon it in the 
k generall, as ir is atruth in any caſe whatever; nor ſhall 
'0 F[o deſert my Text, not onely, becauſe the truth is 
It Juziverſall, and holds paralcll in all caſes, wherein 
8, Eycappeare for God, but alſo, becauſe as the Nation 
Is Fofthe Tewes, was atype ofthe Churches of rhe Gol- 
Di. ell, ſo ſuch like paſſages of providence and dea- 
"4 Flings with that people, have in them much of the 
mn nind of God, about the molt ſpirituall affaires of the 
of Churches ofthe New Teſtament, as we ſee the Apo- 
ew Bile Part applics that great Deliverance of the people 
out of Z2ypt,at the red-Sea, andinthe Wilderncfle, 
gthe Churchof Corinth, 1 Cor. 10, T1, Thc«refore 
(Ifay ) I hall handle it, as that which holds true in 
my worke we undertake for God, 2? proſpers 6./t with 
thoſe whoſe peace is mage with him. . 

For the further clearing of it, take firſt, 'one demon- 
tation, that itis atruth z then I ſhall give the Rea- 
ſons, whence it comes to paſſe, © That: it is a truch 
ppeares in this, becauſe a man notreconciled to God, 

Bars 6: ;” 7:5 608 
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ere long, growes weary of his worke 3, The, honſe pus 
Mat. 7426 ghe $and, our Saviour ſaics, will fall; and the ſlomeÞ 
er0und, that is, 41 heart wherein .there is. no thrawh| 
works of grace, will bring-forth fruit bat for 4 ſeaſon, 
Sooner or later, arleaſtin ſome degree of Apaſtaſy, 
-a man unfound falls off from,God ; The ways of the, 
Hoſ.14-9, Lord are right, and the Righteous walke in them, lu 
the: Tranſereſſeurs ſhall fall therein ; which. is an eyi.| 
dence, his worke did never kindly proſper in 

"his hands; ' that is' one cauſe of all  Apoſta 
ſyes, - when. men will doe for God , and what 

'they doe comes. off with loſſe and diſadyantage : 

- For inſtance, whena man will pray, hut looſes ofthe 

. tenderncfle of his heart by prayer; or heares the word, 

-and, fora ſeaſon,.heares with joy, yet is the worſe 

- for hearing, or ventures .himſclfe for God , in ſtan- 

: ding for hiscauſe, and everytime with, leſſe content 

- and comfort in his venture; in every duty driving {till! 

--cthe Chriſtians trade to: lofſe ;; what follows; upo 

" this « Arlaſt he is diſcourag'd quite, and ſaith in hi 

heart, thar he ſhall not doe good upon the way, turns 

- Apoſtate and fals away from God. - Looke into mens 

- Apoſtaſyes , you'l find this ſtill hath been one cauſc 
- - thereof ; Deſpaire is ever an ingregient.io..that finne 
and that ariſes partly from ſuch like- experiments 
'Whar is faid of God in that he does. for, man, in his 
+ converſion andſalvation,.is true of us, in that wedoe 
3b.zs, for God, Heb. 10.38. If any. man draw. backe, (ayes 
33, = God, my. foule fhall have. no pleaſare, in him, Hes 
 ſpeakesirof ſuch perſons, who.came forward kind! 
11.:]h converſion, untot:fuch a. pitch,and then fall, of 
> Now (fates the Apoſtlc).thus. it is. yith. Chit | 
this particular ; A man that is, as it were, bawix! 
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his hands, in faſhioning and moulding to ſalvation,ſo 
long as he comes kindly on; in his converſion, Chriſt 
takes pleaſure ih him, and'Tcjoyces over: the worke 
"—Y of his own hands upon his foule $ +but'/if he prove'2 


ugh | knotty p eco, that comes not forward in the worke;, 


yon reſiſting (ll the Holy Ghoſt, He takes no pleaſure in that 387,51. 


Gen.6.z, 


4h ſoule,and throwes him by ;' His Spirit ſhall not alwaies 
"> frive with man ; therefore the Apoſtle ſaics, 2t is « 
"Y drewinz backe to perdition, Heb.10.39, And thas it 
is with us in that we doe for God, what proſpers in 
our hands, and comes on well and kindly, 'ris a plea- 
ſure roaman'to beimploy'd aboutic , bur if ir runs 
crofle, and thrive notwith us ( as, 'ſooner or later; is 
the caſe of every man, not reconcil'd to God, that 
labours in his worke) we take no pleaſure'in-it, and 
caſt irby. This therefore being found to be the caſe 
of ſuch'in labouring for God, thatthey'l runne well 
a while, and afterwards draw back, it'is a demonſtra- 
tion that the worke of God ſucceeds not well in ſuch 
mens hands, BEI {4 

Nowif the Queſtion be, what is the Reaſon why 
this isfo ? _ Pg ES ORLLS 

I anſwer, an account thereof wee have 2, wayes, 
partly from the nature of the worke, partly from the 
cnemiesrhat will oppole ir. 

From the nature of the worke, becauſe *cis ſuch as 
muſt have forit a man, 1. Of Conrage. 2. Of Wiſe- 
dome, 3. That aimes at Godin what he does and net him- 
-ſelfe. | 14 SGL RO ory 
£7 work of God requires courage in a man,much 
more oft times is loſt for want of fortitade: than of 
ſtrength. The enemies of Chriſt are baſe and cow- 
ardly, thcir cauſe is ſuch b- makes their heaxts'to faile; 
$& 3S9Jine: £9 3k LUVY {4 2 
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a guilty conſcience fills them with amazement and | 


confuſton, ifany oppoſtrion comes. We know what 
lohn did once by Herod, though he vvas a King, he_ 


feared lohn, as poore and deſpicable as he was : ſuch 


Mar, 26 
3 I, 


Judz2.7. 3+ 


Mar $.38. 
Mart.10 


33- 


is the Mij:ſty of Truth, it ſets the Patrons of ir, farre 
above the greateſt in the world, Looke upon the 
moſt notorious miſcarriages upon record you'l fiade 
thatthis was ſtill the cauſe thar men would not ap- 
peare; when Chriſt was cruciftzd, did not all forſake 


him 2 Had buta few of that unconſtant multitude, ? 


which but a while before had cry'd Heſanna, ſtucke 
cloſe to Chriſt, in likelihood, they had deliver'd 


him ; Plat was willing toreleaſe him, but not aman *' 
or woman would appeare for him. Therefore is ir, * 


that rhe Lord is ſo exceeding earneſt with his people 


to be valiant, Deut. 20.1, When thon goeſft out te bat. * 
tell againſt thine enemies, and ſeeſt Horſes and Chari- * 
0's, and a people more then thon, be not afraid ofthem, | 


for the Lord thy God is with thee. And vvhart pro- 


viſion doth he make, wer.8. that all the fearefull might | 


be ſent away. When God would chooſe a Company 


for Gideon, many qualifications did he looke at in his | 
choyce, bur in the tiiſt place, all the fearefull muſt 8 
Chrilt fayes, he will not owne tharman, # 
that is a coward in his cauſe. Whoſoever ſhall deny me, | 
ſayes Chriſt. before men, him wik 1 deny before my | 
And. of thoſe vvhom 


be gone. 


Father which .& in Heaves. 
Chriſt will caſt iaco rhe &urning lake, vvhen he ſhall 
be avenged of his enemies, (Revel.2 1.8 ) the fearful 
are inthe firſt place mentioned, even before the Sor- 
cerers, eAMurtherers and Whoremonzers, The Reaſon 
of all. this js, becauſe of that oppoſition the worke 
of God vvill alwayes mect vvith in this vvorld ; 


God 
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yvhat'is in their hearts, therefore hee furnifheth his 


peoples enemies vvith ſtrength , "that viekiere gy! 


1 know it too, namely that how ever men'that have 

1 no more but-nature in them vvill goe farre; and doe 

1 much in a good cauſe, yet there is a principle inhis: 
| peoples hearts, that- will goe farther, ſuch asno pre. 
| terments inthe world can bribe, nor any feare dif- 
I hearten,: ſuch as 1s the fame in foule vveather ac 
| in faire, that goes through good report and jll re. 
I port, that baulkes no duty to be' done for God; 


I what ere it coſt : This God loves to make appeare 


I tobe in his, therefore doth he exerciſe them with 
I ſach oppoſi:ions in his vvorke. Thus vvee ſee the 
man imp!oy'd for htm hath need of courage. 

Well, letus ce yvha: pardon of our fins and peace 
]vvith God - does for & man in this. What fſayes 
1 Solomon ? Pro.28.1. The wicked flees when none pur. 
ſues him, but the righteous is bold as a Lyon a guil- 
ty conſcience alwayes makes a coward. F/A, 32. 
I14. The ſinners in Syon are affaid, fearefu!neſſe hath 
I lwrprized the Aypoerites, AS forthe Righteous, be- 
I hold their priviledge at ſnch a time, in that ſpeech 
of our Saviour, (Luk.2 1.25) There ſha'l be diſtreſſe_ 
, Uf Nations with perplexity , * miens hearts fallins them 
® for feare, and for look: ng afier thoſe thimgs, which are 
n Rrmming on the Earth, then lift #» your heads, ſaith 
11 Chriſt, for your redemption drawtth nigh, The rea- 
#5 fon is; becanſea guilty man hath two miſchiefes at 
once to gr-pple with, oppoſi' ions from vvithour, 
nd vvithin the : vyrath: of God upon his fovle: 
both vyhich- put} rogether is 'a burthen that vyvill 
wound and finke his ſpirit, The- fpirit of a man will 
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brare bis infirmities, but 4 wounded ſpirit who can beart? 
Prov: 844, Thereforeis.it'that the Wile-man allo. | 
layes : 4 juſt man falleth ſeven tins and riſcth again; | 
vihatever, oppoſition be without, yer, his heart is | 
Prov 24, VWhole, his courage is unbroken; but, ſayes he, 4 ? 
15, wicked man fallsinto miſchiefe ; that is, being not az * 
peace vvich God, he hath not vvherewithall to ſtay | 
his foule, but vvhen he finkes he falls into deſpaire, 
and cannot raife his fpirit up againe. The Heathen *' 
man could fay , a man of an ill conſcience, feares | 
himſelfe, he cannot give an account to his owne | 
foule, how can -he looke death in the face, the Meſ. | 
ſenger of God, therighteous Iudge © Inprimy re. | 
verere teipſum, wvas Pythagor as his rule, Wee reade * 
how Charles the ninth of France, after his bloudy *' 
Maſlacre of the Proteſtants, wvas more terrible to * 
himKlfe;then ever he had beene before to others, ? 
Thus you ſte this is.0nc Reaſon, vvhy the vvorke | 
of God doth proſper.beſt in ſuch mens, hands vyhoſe * 
fins are pardoned; becanſe that peace vvith God will | 
make a man couragious inhis caule. t 
2. 2.,The vvorkeof God is ſuch,as muſt have men of * 
Heb 3.13 yviſdome init. The enemies of God, are crafty, | 
Sin isadeceitfull thing, and Satan very ſubrill, be- | 
1 Cor.z, ſides It is.no-eafie matter to underſtand;his vyorke; | 
+ The'naturall man receives not the thinzs of God, fir | 
they. are fooli ſhneſſe #nts. him, Moreayer,: he that la- | 
bours ift his vvorke ſhall ever and anon be at a plunge, | 
7.xch. 4-7* c Mountaines willriſe-up before Lerubbabel ; inall rhefe 
caſes there maſt be vviſdome, The yvorke of God 
in this vyorld is like a Ship that ſaylsin a tempeſtyous 
'Sea, -that acedes;mauch $kill to: guide it xight and 
\ keepe it.on! eſpecially is vyiſdome requiſite.in thaſe 


vb.s 
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"yvho vvill'be'Saviomr$fto'a® pecple , if tharibeithe 
I vyorke God vwold Havedone ;-/our Saviour Chih 
7 'is the vviſdowe of the Father, 'that makes hinviſoa- 
2 bleftor his ndettakings. *In' a- degree it holdsiafo 
7 'true in, you ( Honourable and” Worthy 'Senatours ) 
Vvhom God hath called ro be Saviovrs 6f this: Kirg- 
7 dome; the Reaſon's cleare, yoitiiſtdoeit for many 
J thar vvillilfrequite”' you,” mgratefull and-urworthy 
3 perſons, ſoch'as confider' nor your taithfulneſſo-nor 
'travell , nay, even fot ſich as-vvill revile yon;f and 
reproach your aRtons, for baſe minded men'thatwill 
7 ' doe nothing for 'thernſclves; thus'doth Chriſt, and 
7 "thus muſt you.” Now vvhartvviſedome ishere-requi- 
7 ſite, vyliereby inthe face of ſuehUifcouragements-in 
| © paticrice'ts'poficfle your foules 2 Looking beyond 


7 * theſe things,” and ſodifcerning/howthe time: yvill be 


43 
= 

+4B 
3 


J . that thoſe very mouthes vvhich now-arc-opened a- 


" gainſt you, 'vvill ſpeake of your renown and-praiſe, 

L how the child unborne ſhall bleſſe God for YOu,' And 2 Cor, 
"bow theſe affiitions, which are but for 'a moment ,worke ”* 

© for you a farrt more rxcttding' and” eterciall- waite of 


1  zlory : Tothe'mieanetime'carrying matters ſo as notto 


give offericero God, norſo to loſe vvith man, as 'to 

_ Joſe the cavſe ;* herel ſay is wiſdome-thus ro poſ- 

_ {eſſe your ſelves vvith partence 5 therefore the Apo. 

"file having made hisexhortation,' 79 let-paticnce bave 

'. 4 perfe?t works, 5ddes iff thenextwords, If any of you J-m.1 4,5 
"nant wildome;" 1t him" a;ke of God." Wiſdom alwayes 
 is.the mother of ſuch a daughter, Now doe but 

' ebnfider what advantage is in point of vviſdome in 
"4 pat Hort arid fol peace with'God ; andthisAccond Rea- 
{on of the Poift vuill'alſo beexceeding cleare;You ſee 
"* kerE fact Vivihe watle ba peace with binwfound-out 
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a ſtrarazem a aint the Benjamites; vuhich betore, ci. 
ther toc, vvant of ,conrage or of prudence, or rather 
both: they didnot uſe: the: taking of the City by an 
ambuſh, as they did. Selommons wiſe-man, (o often 
mention'd in his Proverbes, is the holy man, and the 
wicked man, \s the foole, ;notonely in poitit of ſpiritu- 


. all, bureven of -morall vviſdome. Guilr upon the 


conſcience, brings confuſion into the ſoul, that brings 
darkneſſe upon the underſtanding, A vviſe man al- | 
wayes knoweih hisend and ſcope in any buſincſle 


' a vvicked man is notable to judge of his owne ends 


I 4 unv 
vs} 
R ys F 1,28 


or ay mes; he walkes in darkneſſe, ſayes, the Apoſtle, 
and knoweth not whither he goes, thatis, he isnot able | 
totracethe vvayesof his owne heart,. therefore vvic- 
ked men are fatd to be given over to an.unjulicious | 


- mind , the vvord yvhich..is tranſlated a reprobate | 


mind, fignifies a mind:void of Irdgement. And in- | 
deed this tolloweth upon theformer, a ſpirit of feare | 
isnever {evcr'd froman unſound mind, 2 Tim. 1.7. 
God bath net given. ws the ſpirit of feare , but of pow- 
er, of love and of a ſound minde. Prov. 2.7,8. They 
Lord layeth up ſound wiſdome for the Righteous ; layes 
it up for him, that is, vvhen he is in ſtraits, vvhen 
as a manof a guilty conſctenceis confounded, athis 


. vvits end,as yyeſay,then hath the righteous man ſuch } 


quierneſſe of ſpirit, ſoundnefſe and: preſence of mind, 


as hee {hill haye the uſe of folid reaſon for his 
guide.z Thus God layes wp ſound wiſdome. forthe righ- 


££0715, | 
3. The vyorke of: God requires a man that chiefly 


; dimes-at 'Ggd, -and at his glory. in vvhat he does, 
-» it: cannot, proſper ,vvirh; ſelfe-ſeeking men, their 
:-0vvneends Will cither byas them, apd turne them 


quite 
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qaite out of theway, or take them off, And ſuch are 


thoſe who are not reconciled to God and pardoned; we Luk.1g, 


ke itclearly.in the Prodigall, he was-no ſooner out 
with his Father, but he became his own ſlave, and 
erved his own baſe luſts, thoſe were the ſwine he 
kept, whereby to keep himſelf alive. And in this 
Parable we have the ſtate of every man not reconciled 
4God, the reaſon why this is his caſe,is this, becauſe 
nan, being but a creature, muſt be ſervant unto ſome- 
thing, he is not able ro ſubſiſt alone, or to ſet up 
of his own ſtock, *tis Gods prerogative alone to be 
ndependent , "and not to ſcrve; the happineſſe of 


Acreatures lyes in ſervice, the Angells themſclves 
Lyould be undone without it, therefore I ſay every 
nan is a ſervant unto ſomething ; and being out with 
2God he ſerves himſelf ; ſelf is thenext in reaſon that 
Jvill challenge it when God's deni'd it. Now this 


elf-love,l] ſay, willſpoile the work, that ſuch a man 
hall undertake for God, 71/#ael is an empty wine, ſayes 
God, Hoſ.10.1. he brings forth fruit unto himſclf; the 
reaſon is, becauſe Gods ends and his will ſeldom or 
ever ſtand rogether, they runne counter, andone de- 


Itroyes the other. This now is a third reaſon of the 


wint, The work of God will proſper beſt with 


Ach whoſe peace is made'with him, becauſe they on- 
Ely are the men, that make the glory of the Lord their 


ſcope in what they doe; the reaſon is, becanſe God 
s the portion of that man whoſe fins are pardoned; 
he can ſay, that God whom I ſerve is my God, my 
Rather, my hope and joy, my glory, my falvationz 
he can ſay, that Godis ſo his own as that his beſt be- 
ng is in God, ſo as that which he does for himſelf, 


nithout relation unto him, he loſes quite, and what 
D he 
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"hedoth for God, or gives to him is his ownflill, as 


To 
Ephc(. 6; 
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our-Saviour ſayes, He that ſaves his life ſhall loſe it, and 
he that leſeth his life for my ſake' the ſame ſhall findit, 
Therfore does he-aime at God in all his ways, and 
therfore doth his work thrive beſt with him. 
Thus have we an account of the Reaſon of this point 
fromthe nature of the wotk, — 

Secondly, We ſhall ſeeas much from the enemies 
that will oppoſe ir, and they are principally two. 

I. Satan. 

2. Thefinofa mans own heart. 

Who ever isimploy'd for God, muſt wraſfle wot only 
againſt fleſh and blood, but arainſt principalities and 


powers, azainſt the rulers of the darkneſſe of this world, | 

ainſt ſpiritual wickedneſvcs in high places, that is, he © 
{hall have all the power of all che Divells in Hell a. 2 
gainft him. ' When Toſ#a was poynted to, asan inftry. | 
ment for God, Satan'was ſai$to ftard at his right hang | 


to reſiſt him, Zach.z.1. we had come to you even once 
and 47ain ( fayesthe*Apoitle ) but Satan hindred us, 
We may ſay the like, fuch and ſuch things had been 
done for God by us, ſuch and ſuch a bleſſing 
h:d we cnjoyd, «ven once and again, but Satan hin- 
dred us. I- 1s his nature to: be doing miſchiefagainſt 


God, and :gatnſt his work, in the hands of his peo- 
ple; therfore when he is caft out of mens hearts,and ! 


ſo cut thort in that regard, he is ſaid to be throwy 
down like lizhtning from Heaven, the hearts of menis 
that heaven from whence he is expel'd, and becauſe 
1r41s againſt the narure of lightning to go downward, is 
he in his fall compar'd to-tnat: therfore alfo whenhe 
was caſt out,he ſaid himfelt he was tormented ; and our 
Saviour ſaith #44 being difpoſſeſt he walks mn dry paces, 


{ecking 


k. | 
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lebing reſt and finding zone, not but that the dry and | 


yet are both alike rohim, but itis a phraſe fitted co 
our apprehenfions,fignifying that diſcontent,and reſt- 
leſſe ſtate wherein he is at ſuch atime; ſo the ſame 
is uſed, 7er.17.5., Curſed be hethat maketh fleſh his arme, 
he ſhall inherit the parched places of the wilderneſſe;, that 
is, he ſhall have no content or fatisfaRion : thus it is 
with Satan, therfore it followeth, ſeeking reſt and fin. 
ding none. Thertore I ſay, if any man be ſet on work 
for God, all the power and ſubtilry of Satan and his 
wicked inſtruments are ſct-againſt him. 

Secondly, Hethatis employed for Ged ſhall haye 
the fin of his own heart againſt him: ſin hath reafon 


2 for it, becauſe the works of God are 'its deſtruRionz 
? where his work proſpers,woeto {in.it fades and dyes. 
| The workof God is the advancement 'of Jeſus Chriſt 
' Jin theworld, and is not hethe bane of finne. 
Is the light of the world, fin is the darkneſſe Of its 


Chriſt 


the fleſh therfore fights aad ſtrives for life againſt him, 
becauſe as he prevailcs that is Sſtroy'd. Therfore is 
aid, that when he comes into his Temple,men will 
not abide his comming, Mal.3.2, no,even thoſe that 


ck it and delight in Chriſt, ſo farre as finfull Aeſh 
prevailes, will not abideir, v.x. The Lord whom yee 


Tluk, fhall come to his Temple, that is, to his Church, 


and ro the ſouls of men in his Goſpell, for they are 
his Temples alſo, ev: the meſſenger of the covenaut 
whom ye delight in, but who can abide the day of his 
wmming ? be it his comming into a Kingdom, or 
no a Congregation, or into our own ſouls, we 
nuft ſay as the Apoſtle ſayes in a like caſe, I delight 
is the law of God afier the inward max, but I ſee ano- 
ther law 1# my membcrs warring againit the law of my 
| D 2 mind, 


Zo 


Rom,7. 
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mind; 'fo wee delight. in Chrift after "the in- 
ward man, the ſpirit indeed is willing , the: ſpirit 
and the bride ſay come, yea, come Lord Teſus, come_ 
8uickly, but rhe fleſh, or that (tnfull nature, the re. 
mainders whereof are inthe beſt, will not indurethe | 
thing. Even thoſe that ſeck for reformation, will be | 
ſhie of entertaining Chritlt, afraid of being reformed $ 
t09 farre 3 thence are thoſe pretences that are made | 
again(t jt : that carriage of the Church to Chriſt, 
Cant.5.2, ſeems to be ours at this day. He knocks at | 
the doye, and cryes; open to me my ſitter, my love, | 
*y dove, my undefiled, for my head « filled with dew, 1 
&c. No, ſhe had put off her coat and how ſhould [be put & 
iron ? ſhe had waſhed her feet and how ſhould ſhe defile | 
them ? fo ſay we, how ſhall we doe this 2 and how * 
ſhall we doe that « and what diſtractions will this * 
reformation cauſe2e&s., Now whence is this? is it | 
indeed a truth, that reformation of Religion will | 
endamage common wealths 2 was it ever known 
that tritneſle in GoB: ſervice, the moſt powerfull | 
preaching of the word, the truth and purity of wor. 
ſhip ever hurt a nation 2 what ſaith Chriſt £ By me 
Kinzs raigne, aud Princes degree juſtice: No, no be- 
loved, theſe are butexcules, arifing from the {jn of | 
the hearts of men ; what ever you -would doe for | 
God, ye ſhall be ſure to have all the ſtrength of the ! 
fin of your own hearts againſe you in it, , 
' You will ſay, ſuppofe all this be true, that fin | 
and Satan will oppoſe, yet how is this a reaſon of 
the point in hand *- 1 anſwer yes, becauſe in both 
theſe caſes, ſuch perſons only who are pardoned and 
reconciled t9-God, are able to: withſtand'this oppo- 
ſition. | SR CLIRIG, Va 
Firſt 
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- Firſt for Satan, 'ris:'not every:;man:can'deate with! 
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24: 


him; ther's no reſiſting;him without anholy heare;: 
there is no getting. that without apardony the fclte! 


ſame faith that juſtifies the perſcn, pry: firs the heart; 
and makes it holy; therfore the graceof Chrit, is ſaid 


AR. I F+ On 


to reigne through righteouſneſſe. unto life, Rom. 5. 21. 
W heietherc is no-righteouſneſle, that is, no pardon, 
the grace of+ Chriſt beares no fway in that ſfoules: 


andthen that man who ſtill is in thegall of bitternefſe 
and in the bond of iniquity, however for. the pre- 


AAQ8,23. 


ſent he may in a manner, be 1ngag'd for God, what 


ever is that way pretended, hee will be found ar 
laſt to be of Satans party; and though he goe 


exceeding farre in a good caule, he'l not be through 
inthe work, and when 1t comes upto:the main and: 


principall, -hel faile, and that's as much as Satar 


wiſhes or defires'; therfore is he ſaid to ſtand at 1o- * 


ſnabs right hand to refift bim, though no doubt he 
wrought with both hands, becauſe his oppoſition 


piincipally lyes againſt the main and principall of 


the work, he pafles not if you heare Sermons, . ſo 
you come not neareto God in hearing, which is the 
main thing in the duty ; or if ye pray, and drawnot 
near to God in prayer; or if the Kingdome be refor- 
med, ſo Religion may be fti!l corrupr, he paſſes nor 
ſo muckznow Iſay,when once ye come unto the main 
in any kind, that man will faile you.there, The Prince 
of this world commeth ( ſays Chriſt ) aud he hath n0- 
thing in me, Joh.14.30, It a man be unregenerate, 
and hath no hold upon the covenant of grace, Satan 
thea hath ſomething in-him, nay all-thar's in bim, 


is his own,-and what ever the-mans deftgn: is now, 


ts 


Satan knows the man is. his,aod that in time ir will be 
oo {cen 
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ſcen, yearharfuch aman ſhall dee him better ſervice 
than another.can, and fo much the more, by how 
much he ſcemed atthe firſt, to be againſthim. We 
ſce what uſe the Divell makes of mens apoſtafies, 
whereby mea fin away their conſciences, the ten- 
dernefle of their hearts, the goodnefle of their na- 
tures, blemiſhing; rhemſelvs in theieyes of God and 
men, till they grow deſperate in fin and all perfi. 
diouſnefle, loſing that very ingenuity which once 
they had. And beſides: all this, through their ex. 
pericnce of the wayes of God, becomming skil. 
tull to doe miſchicte more than any, as we reade of 
Imlian the. apoſtate, how he did more hurt to 
the Church of God, then all the perſecuting Em. 
perours that were before him. And there is no 
way. for'a preventicg this, but by building upon the_ 
rock ; the houſe built upon the ſand will ſarely fall, 
and the fall thereof « great. Let a man get into Chriſt, 
get pardon, get peace with God, and as for Satan, he 
thall have him, in ſore meaſure, at a diſtance, as 
our Saviour had, when hee ſaid that hee had no. 
thirg in him, or otherwiſe he'l get into his hearr, 
and fo infinuate himſelf, and ſway him by his luſts 
inſenfibly, untill he overthrows him quite, and here- 
pent of what he didfor God. 
Secondly, As for fia, ther's no way to deſtro 


it but by apardon, the ſtrength of ſin is the law, that 
is, ſo. long as the guilt of fin, and fo the curſe of 
the law, hath hold upon theſoul, the ſoul is weak, 
and finis ſtrong. Therfore the Apoſtle ſayes, Heb. 
9.14. that the blood of Chrift doth purge us from dead 
works, to ſerve the living God. So long as God is 


look't upon as ane not reconciled, what heart can any 
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man have to-his ſervice what man will ſuffer, or 


will venture any. thing {or-enc; ' whom he-accounts 


his enemy 2 the fecree delpare/'of his acccprance, 


or of ever-doing good vpon't, will lay; him naked. 


to: the power of 4he ſip of his. own: bedit,'eo keep 
him oft, and to ingage h.m quite the: other-way : Tc 
is a pardon that. deftroys our fins, Titw 2.12, The 
grace of God which bringeth ſalvation appearize, tea- 
chith us' to athy, u1ngoalineſſe and worldly lufis,, ond 
to Ty ſoterly, ; rigbigeu/ly and godly: tn this preſent 

1ThushaycLgarifhed the Reaſons.af thePoint;ard fo 
the clearing of ic:now what remaines but that by. way 
of Application, you be cxhorted to-the thing 2: The 
7 cauſe wherein.you are ingaged is juſt, your call. to 
7 this engagement is as Cieire, take heed: the. third 


thing be cot wanting, pardon 'of your ' finars aud 
peace with God, \Thinke- upon the-point;thar hath. 
God hath-put into -your-hands, a 


biene opened. 
_worke of his, the greateſt'that hath been 93 ſoot for 


God'in theſe Ilands, for many hundred ycares, the 


ſufery, peace. and. welfare of rhe Kingdome, I may 
1 ſay the three Kingdowes, nay in a great degree of 
! all the Kingdomes, of the world, wherctn the true 
; Religion is profit, and that 'not -onely in reſpect 
7 . of temporall things, but 'even of ſuch as have, an 
7 -influcace wrto ercrnity, the truc Religion, the Gy- 
ſpcll of our Salvation, God himſclte take away Relt- 
gion and the Golpell, and our God is gone, 2 Chron, 
15.3. Iſrael was without the tyue God,, whin he was 
without a teaching Prieſt, and without the Law. God 
hath call'd you'to the purging of the Lane of thoſe 
Locuſts and Caterpillars,.1 means; the Zown/h fact- 
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Jocl 1,9, Ours now amongſt us, thar would not have lefr fo 
much-as a meat-6ffcring for 'our' God 3 I may call 
them Locufts, the. Scripture puts that name upon 
Jel2.11, them $ Inthe booke of 7gel there is a Propheſic 
20. 'of a Northerpe' Army ; that "ſhould? caule & Day 
Jocl 22,3" of darkentſſe "and gloomintſſe, of chonds and of thicke 
darkneſſe, and that the Land which was as Eden before 
ſhould be as the wilderneſſe behindit; This Army we 
ſce was a multitude of Locuſts, and ſuch like things, 
Joel 2.25, 1 will-reftore to you the' yeares that: the 
Locuſt hath eaten, th: Cankey-worme , the Caterpillar 
and the Palmer. morme, 'my great CArmy which T ſent 
ammg you : This was verified in the: Letter to the 
Tewes, the fruirs of their Land were for a ſeaſon 
ſpoyVd by ſuch an Army, but under the type of 
de *, Locuſts, it. 15-4 Prophefie of the miſchiefe done to 
5,6,3. *the -whole «world, eſpecially ro 'Exrepe, by Po- 
Rcv.o 2.» Piſh vermine,” as wee fee, | Revel, 9, where wee 
8,9,,0. -have the ſelte ſame Locus with the ſame deſcrip- 
0cc:Jent2tjons as they are fer forth in 7o'l, compare the pl4- 
tes Locuj: D . 
{urt mona. Ces and you'l ſay they are the ſame, which by In. 
chi,non'a- terpreters are applyed to the Saracens in the Eaſt, 
{er 741" and to the Monkes'and Fryars, and whole Popiſh 
ro/a cotors Aterarchy » 1n/ theſe Weſtern Kingdoms : it is 
r21219/9- ' true, the time of thejr chiefeft power is paſt, as it 
"iS ſaid, Their power ſhould continue for ſuch a time_—; 
cu7 10:2 yet multitudes we have amongſt us ſti!l, and the 
pat og defigne is that they may againe prevaile,until] there 
zrigh, be not left ſo much as 4a meat-offering for God, *tis 
Fox.Pilc, not long fince we had experience how they grew 
Kev 9.10, UPON Us, ſo as: whar the Palmer-worme left, the 
Joel 4. -Locuſt eat, and what the Locuſt lefr, the Canker- 


-worime-cat; and-what the Canker-worme left, the 


Ca- 


b TH |} I— ——_— had 


A of che word in moſt places of the Kingdom, and'fuch 
I bondage layd'\upon mens ſouls ? This work I ſay 
the Lord harh call'd youto, the cleanſing of the land 
Ifom theſe, and blefled be his Name, who rayſeth 
up your hearts to undertake it; ' The bleſſing of the 
160 D of Heaven reſt on you, your Families and 

Children unto all Poteritie, Well, would you pro- 


your cauſeandcaltis good, and thus and thus you arc 
Lis ſtrength; faile not to make your peace with God this 
Iday z rake heed of 1/raels caſe againſt the Benjamites. 
Me thinks I heare this ſad example' of Gods dealing 
with his-people, ſpeaking to you as the voice of 
Godin 1oel, Twrne ye, even to me, with all your hearts; 1 52: 
Iwith faſting, with weeping and with mourning, and rend 
yur hearts and not your garments, and twrne unto the_s 
ALord your God, for he is gracious, and meriifull, ſlow 


Lluve a bleſiing behind him, even a meate-offering and i 
1 drink-offering #0 the Lord your God ? I may ſay the | 
Ilme to you, if you but doe the worke indeed that ll 


oc £ Whar bleſſing hee may give to your pro- 


* before the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 
Caterpiller cate ; And how ſthder was the meate. 
iffering left for God, when as ſo many burning arid 
ſhining lights were :quite put out, ſuch a famine 


oo 


per in this work © then ſay nor, it's enough that both 


18 anger, and of great kindneſſe, and repenteth of the 
will, Who knowes if he will returne and repent, and 


ow you come about, who knowes what God may WW 


ceedings? what ruine he may bring +upon your cne- 
nies 2 he'l putall your teares inte hy birtle, and they 
hall doe more againſt the rebells, 'then ſo m ny 
houſand bullets from the Cannon.' Or otherwiſc, 
rho knows what God may docagainlt you 2 if you 
egleR the making of PR PEN wRs hinathis 'days 

2las 
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alas is may ſooncoſt many thouſand men their lives, 
and for aſcaſon,-it may loſe the caufe ; doth it nor 
make your hearts to bleed, the very thought of this? 
what will thoſe Egyptians ſay ? whar blaſphemies 
will they belch torth 2 and what ſhall the Lord our 
Gad doe for his great Name ? rauch coſt and careand 
traycll hath been ſpehit in making up of Rrength, and 
ir is well there hath; God will reward you forir a 
thouſand fold; ſhould: your indeavours prove ab- 
ortive, God. lookes upon them as an acceptable 
ſervice to. him; as wee find it, Ca#t.5.,2,5,6. when © 
Chriſt had knocks, and cry'd unto his ſpouſe, to open and © 
to let himin, and ſjheemceletted, afterwards when ſhee 
aroſe and. opened the dore, fhee could not find him, 
Chriit had withdrawn bim(clfe, (v.6.) yet thoſe indes- 
vours of the ſpouſe were very pleaſing unto Chriſt, |; 
and full of comfortto her ſelfe ; 7 roſeup ( ſaith ſhe)” | 
to open to my belaved.and my bands dropped with myrrhe, 
and my fingers with ſweete ſmelling myrybe, upon the_ 
handles of the locke_> : If God ſhavld thus withdraw 
himfſelfe trom us, and for a ſeaſon daſh our hopes, 
it would be juſt, for our delayes ; but your-indea- 
vours, With ſuch zeale and forwardnefle, to let in 
Chriſt amongſt us, will be very ſweet'to Chriſt, 
and ſweet to you's your hands drop myrrhe, 
and your fingers ſweet ſmelling myrrhe ujon the 
handles of the locke ; Theugh England be not ſaved, yer 
ſhall you be gloriws in the eyes of the Lord; your judge- 
went is with the Lord, and your reward with your God, 
Therefore I ſay, this is well, this ſhould be done, but 
leave not the maine uidone, the making of your peace 
with God; Oh take ſome care and paines about 
that worke this day; that left undone by you, may 


poflibly 
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| Coſſblyundoeus all; thinkeupon the Jrarhres con: 


dition z God is reſolv'd upon 1t, - hee will havethe 
Locuſts purg'd the land, I meane, fo as they ſhall 
not hurt his people; as he reſolved here, how Ben- 


? jamine ſhould ſmart for what he did; now what 


was Iſraels caſe 2 had they made their peace with God 
at firſt , hee might have truſted them in doing of thar 
work, without delayes; and out of love and zeale 


1 to God, they had donethat which afterwards, from 


paſſion and defire of revenge, in ſome reſpec they 


7 over did: which peace when they negletced, God 


was put upon it, to let 1/raet be beaten, that fo the 


| people being thus incenſed, might doe full exe- 


Eution upon Berjamixe their brother. Thus if you 
make your peace with God this day, hee then may 


| truſt you in this worke, ſo as you may prevaile at 


firſts: withour the ſpilling of much blood; if nor, 
then leaſt it ſhould be done to hatves, God will be 
put upon ſome ſuch device, whereby to make you 
thorow in his worke, and how ſad and heavy that 
may prove who knows? Morcover, doe ye not con- 
fider how God deales with people many times, 
according as their carriage is upon ſuch dayes as 
theſe 2 ſee what hee faid to 1ſrael once upon a like 
occalion.,, Exvdrs 33. 5. put off thine, orva+ 
ments ( ſaycs God, ) that is, humble your ſclves 
by faſting:and prayer, that I way know what. to doe 
ro thee z he ſpeakes it after the: manner of man, as 
if the Lord were at a ſtand in point of executing 
judgement, till he ſaw their carriage in that duty; and 
who knowes: but God may be at ſuch a ſtand wich 


us, and that his' ſentence ſhall goe forth againſt, of 


for us, as your carriage is this: very day, i taraing 
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jrom your evill wayes,: and making of your peace ? 
- \Now if it be demanded, what is to be done? the XZ 


Iſraclites example. is before us, let that be' your pat. Þ 
eerie, | | 
1.. Fhey humble themſclves..- 


+ 2, Fhey flee to Chriſt for pardon, 


- 3 They give up themſelves in covenant with ® 
Os i 
The firſt thing therefore is humiliation, and | 
you muſt be active in.your own abaſements ; If my 
people. humble themſelves, &c. (ſayes God ) I witl 
forzive their finne and heale their Land;Now be pers | 
fwaded therefore, and ſer all your ſtrength on worke, | 
to lay your ſelves low before the Lord this day; 3 
be not ſatisfied with our-fides, with ſhadowes or * 
with ccremonies of repentance ; 1ſrael did' not only | 
faſt, but weepe, and ſo muſt you; ' Tarn 10 mer | 
( ſaith God ) with faiting-and with weeping and with | 
w91nrniuz; and tor this parpole, call upro remem. * 
brance all your ſins, make them to appeare before you * 
borh in theirnumber and'their greatneſle , and make * 
ſwords and ſpears of rhemzto wound your hearts;call 
to mind your fins of youth, of elder years,oft all ſorts, 
and take to your {clvs.ſuch words,in your confcffions, 
ſuch thoughts and meditations, as may cauſe your 
foules, now in the preſence of your God, to melt 
and:bleed; Þ will not name particulars, 'it would be 
t00 long, Fneed not; I will only name fome few cons 
fiderations in the generall, which if the Lord ſhall | 
thronghly fer. home, and caufe to take impreſſion; 
though rhey are bur two or- three, 'like 1onethan and | 
his Armour-bearer midft an army of corruptionts and 
finines,: yet. mapy more things of thelike:icmportanee, 
IG = towards. 
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{ towards this humbling of our ſelves will come in 
2 alſo, and doe their part upon our ſoulcs. 
Conlider therefore finne, 
1, Inthe Root, 
2, Inthe Fruit, 
4 2. Inthe Cure. I. 
\ } 4. ſn the Objet againſt whom it is committed, 
7 1. Confideritin the Root, and fo we find it is our 
| 2} nature z we brovght it with us when we came into 
| I che world, Borne in ſirne, conceived in iniquity, PC. 
1 & 5!. Tfany thing will breake our hearts the thovghr 
J of this will doeit, this originall corruption of our na- 
| tures ; David when he ſer himſelfe ro humble hig F.5-- 
7 ſoule, in that his peritenttall Plalme, hee brings in 
| many things whereby to doc ir, as that his finne 
4 | was againſt his God, CAzainſt thee , ſayes hee, 
> | have 1 ſinned , againſt his knowledge, even 
h 1 that hidden wiſdome, whichthe Lord had given him, 
but in a ſpeciall-manner doth-hee mention his Origi- \ 
nall corruption, that he brings in with an Fcce, Beho!d 
+ | (ayes he) 1 was ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſinne did 
j | my mother conceive me. Andthe Apoſtle Paul what 
5, | bitter moane he makes for this. ! hee ſuffered 
, | great afflitions in his. time. Js ſiripes above 
ir | meaſure, in priſons frequent , in deaths off : much 
kt 1 more 'hee fſayes , but never doth hee fo com- 
e | plaine as at the mention of Originall finne, Rows, 3 © on 
\; | 5.24. baving ficſt diſcourſed how hee found a Law, * © 4 
It 1 that when he would dee well evill was preſent with bim, 
ns | 41d alawin his: members warring ageinſt the Law of 


4 | his mind, and bringing him into captivity zo the law 
4 I of ſinne, Sec how he cryes out, O wretched man that 


I aw, who ſhak deliver mee. from the bodie of this 
ath? E 3 And: 
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”, thatis vycfind an irrefiſtible courſe of nature in 


And there is reaſonfor it, why the thought of this 
ſhould wound ſo deepe, athree-fold miſchief comes 
upon it, that our natvres are thus finnefulland cor- 
rupt, 

') It makesour perſons odious and loathſome un. 
to God; that is it which makes a Toade a loath- 
ſome thing, becauſe poylon is the natare of a 
Toade; poyſon in a Dogge makes him anobjeR of 
our pitty, becauſe 'tis his diſeaſe ; fo alſo finne in 
Gods people is their diſeaſe, therefore God pitties 
them the more, becauſe of ſinne, Pſal. r03 13. Asa 
Father pittieth his children, ſo the Lord pittieth them 
that feare him ; but where finne is nature to a man 
(which 1s the caſe of all men unregenerate) there is 
no Toad or Serpent ſo odions inthe eye of man as 
ſuch a man is in the eyes of God ; andrhis is eye- 
ry mans condition, as he comes into the world (as 
the Prophet ſaies) no eye pittics us, but wee ay-_ 
throwne out into the open field, to the loathing of our 
perſons in the day that we are borne : Weare not ob- 
jets oicompaſhon, bur of deteſtation, thinke upon 
it well, and letichumbleus; is this a (mall thing in 
our eyes, that we by nature are a lumpe of filthi- 
neſle,andthat the God of Heaven and Earth;the righ- 
tcous Indge, abhorrs our perſons ? 

Secondly, ſinne being nature to us, this alſo fol- 
lowes that it works excceding powerfullyin us, ſoas, 
weare theflaves of ſinne, rt leades ns captive ; what 
workes by nature, workes with power; therefore is 
it ſaid that we are captivated to the Law of ſinne, that 
is, to the naturall working of it in us, andrhar we find | 
a Law, that when we wonld dove well, evill i preſent with | 
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vs that way tending, The courſes of nature,in Scripture 
are call'd a Lawzthe naturall motions of the heavenly 
bodies, are called 0rd4inances of” Heaven, Ter.31436, 


'The nature of every creature is the Law of it's creati- 


on, therefore the new nature is expreſſed by that 
phraſe, The Law of God wwuritten upon the heart, Ter, 
31.32. anditis called, the Law of the Spirit of life 
vo/hich ts in Chriſt, Rom.$.2, Soasthis is our mi- 
ſery, by nature we can as well forbeare to cate and 
and drinke, or any duty that we owe to. nature, as 
forbeare to finne ; ſhall notthe thought of this abaſe 
8nd humble us 2 What more unworthy of a man 
than ſlavery « No flavery to that of ſinne ; it ſers 
us to the baſeſt drudgery inthe vyorld; it keepes us 
alwayes at it, andit gives us nothing for our paines; 
What fruit had you in theſe things whereof yee are- 
yow aſhamed ? It puts us to an cndleffe royle, about a 
baſe imployment, and the wages that it gives is ſhame 
2nd death, | 

Thirdly, fince it is our nature, allbeit the miſery 


be ſuch it brings upon us,farre beyond vyhar we are a+. 


ble ro exprefle, yer we by nature arefecure and feel 
no-burthen;. nature is no burthen ; Wee may ſtand 
amaz'd to ſee how men induced withadmirablegifts 
of realon, able for to judge of matters in the world, 
when they have heard how {1nne vvill utterly deſtroy 


them, foulesand bodies, how it vvill be bitterneſle 


at-laſt, and finke them into hell, yer can goe on in 
vvickednes vvithout remorſe or trouble, nay cangive 
up themſelves to ſuch notorious vvayes of finne, as 
they can ſee apparantly vvill ruine bodies and e- 
ſtates, without an aking conſcience, I ſay vve may 
be wellamaz'd atthis, but here is the reaſon, finne 


1s. 
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is our mature, and vybart cver nature gives us Is no bur. 
then to us ; of all miſchiefes, is notthis one of the 
greateſt to be moſt miſerable andnottofeele it 2 this 
keepes a man in that his miſcry, all the meanes of 
grace are fruitlefſe by it to hisſoule, and that which 
made our Saviour bleed upon the Crofle, and brought 
him to his agony and ſweat of blood,cannot obtaine a 
teare from us, but is deſpis'd and fleighted in our 
hearts ; andthus it's vvith us all, ſo farre as vvee are 
unregenerate and finne prevailes. O letthe thoughe 
ofthis, at leaſt inthis our day of Faſt, doe ſomething 


towards the humbling of our ſelves before the 
Lord! 


_ 2. Conſider finne in it's effects and Fruits, it threw 
19b 38.7. the Angels out of Heaven, Angels of light they were, 
Lud: 7+ finne entring once upon them made them heapes of 6- 


verlaſtinz darkeneſſe and confuſion, as fbr man it caſt 
him outof Paradiſe, ſtript him of his beauty, bereav'd 
him of the right uſe of his reaſon, and fills his heart 
Eccl 913+ with madneſſe whilſt he lives ; the wiſdome of God is 
 Cor.s 7, fooliſhneſſe unto him + it deſtroyes the tendernefſle of 
{+ + 12 01S heart, and bydegrees cxringuiſheth þis natural 
Ro. 1.3: &fec#0n, and cats out all good nature in him ; it 
Loh. 3.36. Jayes him for ever naked to the wrath and curſe ef 
God, and finkes him downeto hell ; that which is 
worſtof all, it makes a man deſpiſe a pardon and 
rorrample «ner foot the ſonne of God, how oft would | 
T have gathered yow (ſaith Chrift ) as an hen g4- | 
thereth her chickens ander her wings and ye would not. * 
Who would nouriſh ſuch a viper in his boſome e ' 
this do we;but ſhall it not ai our ſoules, whilſt we 
conſider how'tis with us, and what miſeries we have 


brought uponour ſelves thereby 2 ifall this will not 
| make 


1 therewe have anobjeR of affinity with ſenſe, whi 
q is a great advantage unto teares; Looke upon the mr- 
1 fries of Ireland, the blood which there is ſpile, by 
I cruell, blood-thirſty and deceitful! men, the dole- 


- 


| make- our heatrs telent; let ts4 2 lirthe turns" our 
1 thoughts uponthe temporallafflitions thar'ttbrings, 
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full miſeries we feare in this our Land; from warre ; 


me thinks I heare the lirtle children, the infants now 
2 unborne, to call for reares this day from parents, 


by 


| x 


£ 


Cy > 
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tryingif poſſibly the Lord will beintreated by us, and 
ſuch woe and miſery may be prevented; but what 
ever 1s already, or hereafter aomes upon us in that 
kind, ſhould it be ( which God forbid ) the ruine 


| efour Citics, deſtruQion of the people, corruption 
1 ef Religion, lofſe of atl thar's deareſt to us, and the 


everthrow-of Kingdomes, all is the fruir of ſinne. 


Looke upon ittherefore in the” miſcries and deſola-' 


tions it has caus'd in all the world, and let it ſo pro- 
voke your:ſoules to: mourne before the Lord this: 
day. MTS AN rr! 4 toll - \\ 
3. Let fione alſo be confidered in the core, ' The 


* Uh brother, mo 


Ipretious blood of Chriſt, that ſurely will make our 


hearts to yceld : the blood of Abel cry*d againſt the 


| wicked Cain, much morethe blood of Chriſt againſt 


our finnes; ſuch is the vilenefle of it, asno other ſa- 
cifice bur Chriſt coutd pacifie the wrath of God; 
[ill the creatures. in the world, Angzlls and men, 


1could not make up: the price: of mans'redemprion; 


v* 7A 


1Pal.49.7,8. Noe of them can by any meanes redeeme |, 


ve unto God a ranſome for him, for 10- 


death 


- 
; the re demption of the ſonle is 'precions, 'but,' was not Gal.3-13, 
he holy life of Chriſt enough? +No,/he muſt dye, 
ad it maſt be a curſed drath;'nor' wilt his 52dy's 
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AQ.17.29 
Mich,7.15 
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Ezech.18. 
31, 

Jer.1 3.17. 
Luk.3 5, 
10, 


Luk.19, 
41. 


mm om mg nn 


c; his ſoul; rawſt dye; 1ſ2«5 3-40.47? forle 
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deah ſuff 
WAs. Mage an. ofpering fer finne;, and 4 12: He pomred 


-£4d ; +4 8 i : 4 
wt his. ſoule,ta death 3,-not bad all this been ſufhiciene, 
ly rot. the blood of Chriſt been- the blood of 
God,i' Af.20.28. God purchaſe bs Church by bis 
own bload,Well;have ous ſinnes cot; Chrilt his bload, 
and . ſhall, they. not coſt us ſome reares? think upon. | 
kin how he bled, pen the:croffe;) and how he hung - 
while all was finiſhed ,-and for ſhame let it doe ſome. © 
thing towards, the breaking. of out: hearts,  .It- will 2 
wound the deeper, if rs S411 | . 
4. In the laſt place, we conſider who tt is we have | 
affexded, even this Chriſt who thus hath ſhed his ' 
blood upon the crelle for finners, thab God iz» whow | 
we live- and move, that makes our lives fo ſweer by | 
many metrCcies, that pardentth iniquity, and reteiveth not | 
his anzer for ever, becauſe he delights in mercy, that calls 
upon you with ſuch tender bowells of affefion, why * 
willye dye? . and.will yenotbe madecledne? when ſhalli; 
oxce be? that when you are converted unto life rejyy. 
ceth,vhen you ſtand it out by unbeleefe, weeps over 
90#:(To you who are his people I may fay,)that God | 
who hath ingag'd himfelfe ts love you, and to be your 
portion, bus band, friend and father. Well, ſhill not all 
this love, of his make us relent, and:mournefor ſinne, * 
whereby. we have abus'd him £ ſhall he weep for us, 
and, we not for our ſelves 2 his Spirit grieveth when 
his people ſinne, what hearts have wethatare fo linle 
moov'd for what we doe againſt him !. Thus. have 
we difpatcht the firſt thing in the making of our 
peace, this, humbling- of our ſelves. I have ſtood 
the. longer upon this, becauſe it is aprincipall and 
main part of the duty ofthis day; and-thar indeed, 
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on which the reſt will much depend. You heard in 
opening ofthe Text, there-is ho'peaceto an unbro! + 
ken heart; therfore we find itin the firſtplace called 1... 
for by God indayes of Faſt, andrhe fiſt thing put in 2Clre,y, 
practice here by 1#a#t his people, oo 6 

The'ſecond is, #wr fleting unto Chriſt' for pardon, let | MEE 
this alſo be a par of this dayes worke. Are we fen- 4, * ?. 
fible in ay meaſure-of the miſery of finne, and P89. 33, 
weight-of Gods cternallwrath'z fee us then Ktirre up If - 
otr ſelves to take-hold of his. mercy which hefrecly Epi. y.; 2 
offers'; 'lereyery'one of vs thus reaſon with himſelfe, J9h.: 5. 
as once the'Eunuch' ſaid to Blip; :toe here'is water, 16.6, 
what hinders mt 10 be baptized! {6 let us'ſay, ſee; here 48.8. 36. 
is a Chrift,a $eviour, a pardon offered, why ſhould nor 
I belecyc * 4 /fountaine for finne and for nncleannefſe, Zach.13.r 
what hinders me from Repping in **Hwl Je commrds > King. 5- 
ded me” ſore great "thing to'be done, forifife erernall; ** 

uld 1 not have aone it ?' bow nmch rather when hee 
ſaith, waſh 'and becleane, believe and be ſaved 2 and 
why ſhould-1 deferte a work' of ſuch importance, 
that may now be done more cafily than ever, ſhonld 
T live a thouſand yeares, ſince every day without 
repentance addes fomething to the hardnefſe of my 
heart; andwhy doe I neglect eternity, and doteup- 


— 


| -ofi theſe tranſttory things below? 'when Jefns Chriſt 


hath ſhed his blood for pardon,” why doe I refaſero 


| ſue it out? thus let us plead, and overcome ourſelves, 


andranne to Chrift for mercy and forgiveneſſce: nor 
doe I ſpeake this -only unto ſuch who are yet 
ſtrangers to the life of God, but even to all. The Num.z8, 


| burnt-offerins was the daily ſacrifice, morning and 3: 
evening ir was renew'd ; and it is the buſinefſe 


of our morning and evening prayer, 'to'renew our 
D 2 Peace 
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ga 


done uponaday of faſt. . | 
_ ., Thirdly,give up your {elves in Covenant with God, 


peace from timeto, time with-God; repentance is the 
conſtant work-gf every believer, eſpecially ic muſt be 


that is the peace cf exing on thank. eff cring - he expe 
this day, cven' your, ſelves given up to him «4 living 
ſacrifice, your members as initruments of righteouſneſfe 
to. God, to be poſlcfled by his Spirit, to be govern'd 
by bis will ; give vp-your hearts, into his hands; and 
let him worke his willupon them, let him bring what 
light be pleaſe into your underſtandings, [let him 
kindle what affeions\he deſires: in your hearts, let 
godly ſorrow have 'a perfeR worke,. and let him 
bring into your ſoulcs, the ſtrongeſt coſolations of 
his Spirit, dec not put them by, however heretofore 
you have zegleded this ſaluation, yer-now berake your, 


- | ſelves to Chriſt, and venture life and ſoule, and all. 


upon his mercy, ſay, if we periſh we periſh, Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhall be our ſtay, his ſervice our.employment, 
there we will ſer up our reſt for ever,we will be. his 
ſcrvams, he ſhall be our God. Thus in theſe three 
things, we ſee what mult be done in making of our 
peace, oh that the Lord would now per{ſwade your. 
hearts to doe it! You efſpecially.thart nevertaſted of 
the ſweerneſle of. a pardon ;.. God is about to.doe, 
grcat things forthe Kingdom, yea for the whole 
world; itisatime of bounty with him, pur you in 
for mercy for your ſoules. And why ſhould any 
heart refuſe 2 whar is the cauſe. 2: doe we doubt his 
willingncfſe to pardon? he is more ready tocmbrace 
than we to come. Have you. not. conſider d what 
complaints he made about his caſting off an unrepen- 
ting, apoſtatizing peoples Hoſ.11.8, How fhallI ET: 
thee 
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thee vp © Ephraim ( ſayes God?) how ſhall I make_ 


thee as Admah 2 how ſhall 7 fer thee 4s Zeboim? that 
is, as the Cities which the Lord deftroy'd with Se- 


aomand Gomorrha : My heart #5 tury'd within me, my. 


repentings are kixdled together, be ſaycs as muchof 


you thar ſtand demurring, and pretending, yeclding 


7 to the ſecrer deſperate miſgivings of an. unbelcevin 

| heart; whilſt you cry our, O how ſhall God accept 
1 ofus* he crycsasfalt, how ſhall Icaft cf luch apeo- 
ple, ſuch. a ſoule £.. doth he not intreat you to be 
reconcil'd ? what.can. you defire more © - 2 Coy, 5. 
| 20. We are Ambaſſadours for Chriſt, as. thouzh God did 
1 beſeech you by us, we pray yourn Chriſts ſtead, be ye re- 
1 cepciled io God, Doe Ye thinke ther's no content- 
! ment inthe wayes of God, and you mnft live a ſad 
| uncomfortable Jife 2 like thoſe in Aalachy, that ſay. 
It is in wvaine to ſerve the Lord, and what profit is it ? Is 
' this the matter.2..then, what think youof all thoſe glo. 
| rious things the Scripture ſpeakes of, joy wnſpeakeable 
| and full of glory ;, that which neither eye hath ſeexe, nor 
eare heard, noz hath entered into mans heart to conceive, 
1 what God hath prepared for themthat love him, and re.. 
1 weales unto keys people by bis Spirit ? what thinke. 
| youof Chriſt did he dye todelude his people with. 


| aphanſy? no, they know his fleſb is meate indeed, and 195.554 


| bis blcgd. drinke indced, Aske among the Saints, if 
| ever any of his {cryants yet, repentedhim of his.con- 
dition or cmployment.; they'l tell you, that the 
comforts which they have in Chriſt, zre more worth 
than a world of ſenſuall delights. *Tis true ſome 
prove Apoſtates,7 hey went ont from us. but they were 


wot of 5 ( ayes the Apoſtle John, ifthey hadbin of ms, '% 


they kad nodewbi continued "mo #, Doe but try. once 
3 if 
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Prov. 20, 


-£ 4, 


Proege1 7. 
Pl, 19-10» 


Rom.7. 
2J. 


2 Cor; 10, 


A 

Rom. dv, 
26, 

Pl.s5 7- 2, 


Rom 8, 2, 


if ir be-not thus, raft and ſee, as the Pſatmiſt ſayes, 
that the Lordis good :* You are like to Solomons buy- 
er, it is nanzht, it is naught, ſaith the buyer, bit when 
he is gone bis way be boaſterh; fo let what can be ſaid 
inpraiſcof Chrift, he is but low in your eſteeme, till 
you haye made your covenant with Chriſt, andthen 
you boaſt and ſay, you could not have thought that 
Chriſt had bcen ſo good, and his wayes ſo ſweet as 
now you find them z then yor'l ſay that all 7s wayes 
are pleaſant, and his commanaements fweeter then the_ 
hony and the hony comb, ' Be perſwaded therfore be. 
loved, and ſet upon this work this day, *tis trhie, the 
heart will hold off, no other is to be expeRed, elſe we 
need not ſo to ftrive to enter in at the ſtraight gate; the 
Apoftle Panl ſayes of himſelfe,that when he wenld dre 
well, evill was preſent with him; itis the caſe of all the 
Saints of God, 'you heard before, 'the finne of our 
own hearts will certamly oppoſe; in any thing we doe 
for God : Set therfore tothework, and drive along 
the heart with violence ; ſay not, you ſhall ne*re doe 
good upon't, becauſe you find your ſelves ſoliſtleſſe 
and ſo backward, make once your peace with God, 
this work ſhall alſo proſper in your hands, even the 
deſtruRtion of your ſinnes, and'cleanfing of your 
hearts from -wickedneſſe; God fhall diffeme that 
wicked and malignant party in your ſoules ; the- 
firong holds of ſinne ſhall fall before the weapons of our 
warfare, they ſhall be mighty throwzh him, to overthrow 
all carnall PaſRgs, and 10 bring into captivity every 


———_— CT 


he'l performe all things for you, he'l dwell in your 
hearts, and the ſpirit of life which i in Chriſt, ſhall make 
y0u 


thewght, to the obedience of Chriſt, hel help your tnifir- | 
mities, h#I teach yon how to pray, and what to pray fir, 
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nu free, frews the law. of finnt and death. 0h that ryau did Lak. 
but kvew, (even yaw, who are the greateſt ſtrangers 42x. * 


unto God; that live without him in the. world, -4: 
leatt in this your day, though you have deſpis'd his 
.mercies many. yeares, and would not be retormed, 
the things which. b:long unto your. peace, . how ready 
Chriſt ts to receive you, how ſweet, his. embraces 
are, how helpfull to you in his. ſervice. And me 
thinks in caſe you ſhould forget your own ſev/e, your . 
love unto your courtry, your defire of a good ſuc- 
cclle ofthat great work you have in hand, ſhould even 

ingage you nat to reſt untill ye find your ſianes are = 
dardened, and Chriſt « yours; this gives increafe of 
CEE and. wiſdome, it makes you to be imploid 
for Gad, fic to.cncounter Satan and jo8 troop, and 


to.refilt the /inne.of your own hearts ;. that will-be- 


tray yes, and the canſe, if it be ſuffer'd 5 but whenas 
together with ſo great a bleſſing, the ſalvation of your 
ſole, avdlife eternall i compris'd, what heart would 
not be gain'd by. ſuch an argument * and who knows 
but ſame of yau the Lord hath thus ingaged in his 
worke, that ſo by being thus, as it were, conſtrain'd 
to ſceke him, you may be broughtto his acquaintance, 
and an happy cloſing with him to cternall blifle and 
glory 4 6 ſuppoſe you have the day,yet, if 
what hath bin ſaid will not prevaile, and youneglet 
your peace with God, alas, whenyou ſhall ftand before 
the ri beeous Judge ofall, how ſadly: will the ſoule- 
a ? - woe 1s me will that cry out, ſuch pains 


and care was taken for my country, my-eſtate, my 
family, but none at. all far me,, ſuch hazzards did 1 
xunne, fuch, noble, aQs I did, ſuch honour. and re- 
nown I got, but. now I ſcc'I periſhy; and guſt for 
| ever : 


- 
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| ever lye in hell. O whar'pirty is it, ſuch as doe 
ſuch rhings for God ſhould not be ſaved ! what ſhall 
Mar.8.36. jr profit 4 men if be gaines the whole wir Id and loſe hu ow 
foule ? | 

F Andlet me adde yet one thing more, cither make 
your peace with God this day, or elſe this worke 
 which'here you areabout, will noway proſp=r with 
you ; this your comming here together, will not be 
i Cor.1 1. For the better but the worſe ; by ſuch faſting and pray- 
ing, you fhall loſe much of the rendernefle of your 
hearts, and ſet your ſelves at greater diſtance from 
repentance: You heard before what God ſayes by 
his Prophet; The wayes of the Lord areright, and the 
righteous ſhall walkern them, that is, they ſhall goc on 
and proſper, they ſhall not be rhe worfe forprayer, 
nor hearing ofthe word, nor any duty, but the rruſeref- 
ſours ſhall fall therein. The good Lord deliver us from 
ſuch a doome : I will ſtay no longer inthis cxhorta- 

tionthe Lord perſwade your hearts to liftento it ! 
Pſez, Us itfo, that the work of God doth proſper beſt in thoſe 
mens hands, whoſepeace is madewith kim? then having 
made your peace, take heed that in your doing of 
his worke ir benot broken. It is true, that ordinarily 
what' Eare'you take in ſecking ro be reconcil'd, 
you'! take to keep'it being gotten , becauſe there- 
by your ftrengeh and reſolution will increaſe, 
_ the having of a pardon, teacheth us to prize it; 
rtherfore I ſaid before, that ſach the "Lord may 
truſt'm- doing of his worke; but yet becauſe of hu- 
mane frailty, fince there is fleſh as well as ſpirit in the 
beſt, there is alfo place for this adyiſe, beware that 
what ye doe for God, :ye doe it foas you offend him 
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rot in doing oft, '--* - 
hs Three 
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Three wayes eſpecially that may bedone, 

I. It will offend him much, if you ( eſpecially;in 
matters of Religion ) rake up things on truſt from 
men, and ſhall nor ſearch into the truth; your ſelves, 
.and labour by your own light to diſcern the mind of 
God. Call no man your Father upon earth-( ſaith 
Chriſt,) Mat.2 3.9. not but-that our parents muſt be 
honoured ; our Saviour meanes notthem, it's meanc 
.in matters of faith, that no-man ſhould impoſe-upon 
us by his own, or any mans authority ; therefore jt 
follows, neither be ye called Maſter, that is, expeRirt 
.not from others,that they ſhould take up things an 
truſt from you: our Saviour addes the reaſon, .v.9. 
for,{ayes;he, ye have one Maſter even Chriſt, thats, 


his word muſt be che bottome of your faith, and all | 


-yeare brethren, that is,in, pointot being Maſters aver 
one an others faith and confcience, ye arc all, cquall 
and alike. Three words our Saviourthere uſcth in-this 
mattcr,*Rabbi;that is, Maſter, Joh.1.38.* Father,” Door 
or Leader, in which he.compriſerh all ſuch pyyſonall 
reſpefts whceih might .carry it with men, and 
he forbids them all ; not that theſetitles are unlaw- 
full,but not lawfall in this way, namely, by any per- 
AJonall .reſpeRs what ever, cither of leaning ,in the 
firſt, or of antiquity in the ſecond, or of cxample in 
the third;toput things upon men in doftcine or in pra- 
Rice ;. qur Saviour determinesthat queſtion, howfar 
the dorine ofthe Pharilces ſhould be regarded, you 
ſee he is upon't,v.1.& he givesthem that web.is their 
due, as fitting in Moſes chaires that is, thatthe peap/c 
\ſhould-abferve.whar.they\taught from Moſes; hexe he 
:takesrderthey ſhould notihavetgoa muohaubority, 
they mighthe helpzrs49,, not maſters ab their faith. 
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ned andunlearned, far be thar- from us ; give due re- 
-ſpe& unto the learned and theancient, doe not ſoon 
reje& what ſuchy ſhall ſay ; if they goe croſle to our 
opinions, let it be a ſtrong inducement to exq- 
"mine, and to ſearch into the matter further : 
too apt. wee are to dote upon our owne con. 
"ceptions;bur make them nor the ground or bottom of 
your faith;No,if many learned m@ agree up0 a thing, 
yet receive ir neither to your practice nor beliefe, 
becauſe they ſay *uis ſo , untill your ſelves 
: #reableto diſcerne it ; uſe councells as Counſellers and 
2 helps,uſe them not as Law-2iversto your faith:or 0- 
- therwiſc,if that were the way thatGod would have ys 
- take,to pin our faith upon our teachers, then he that is 
miſled muſt be excuſed, no(ſayes our Saviour) if the 
blind lead: the blind, both ſhall fat intothe ditch, Nay it 
would follow thatthe Lord hath given to usinvaine, 
our reaſon and abilities r6 judge; the Apoſtle ſayes, 
the ſpiritwall man judgeth all things,1 Cor.2.15. azaine 
you have an unition from the holy one awd ye know al 
 things,1 Joh.2.20,27, Thoughwe ((aiththe Apoſtle, 
Gal. 1.8.) that is, the Apoſtles of Chri t or an Angell from 
- Heaven preach any other Goſpel unto yen, then that which 
' we hate preached nnto'you, ler him be accurſed': how 
| thould they know what is preach'e, 'or whether it's 
another Gofpell, itthey try it not?and it they ought ro 
try it,ought they not to judge it alſo? Yea,the Apoſtle 


_ |! ſayes,the Preacher ſhall bejudg'd accurſed+ nor doth 


it belong to Miniſters.alone, the Apoſtle ſpeakes it to 
theChurches of Galatia,and to alt belcevers;as alſothar 
- command'is untverfall,119þ.4.1.Beleeve not every ſpirit, 
: but try the ſpirits whether they are of God, And 2 Thef.5 /$ 
 Prove' all wings, hold faft that whights [) HIS 

." God hath eaſe to bs offended- with'you, We 
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. faile in this,” this very thing hath done to hima world © 

_ of injury already , it is the pillar uponwhich the Po © 7 
piſh rcligion ſtands; take away thatwhich they call © - ©7 
the authority of their Church, let men allow themſelves © 1 
the uſe of reaſen, and not be compel'd toſce with o. J"4 15: 
ther mens eyes, and not their own, it will be like to *** 
\Sampſors removall of the pillar, which brought down 

. the houſe upon the Philiftins 3 the whole ſtructure of 

that Remiſh-Babtl will fallat once. Beſides, when 

things arctaken upon iru# from man, ſuppoſe you, hit 


2 YOR-< 


« {LY . 
4 2285+ 


” "* k 3 
*4 © & ove = 
CE. HE - ob 
- 
= 7 X 4? 
þ "_s », - 
«ky Y i x81 & 


upon the right, yet youappeare not for it as the truth 

of God, but as the opinion of ſach and ſuch amas, for 

| that isall that you can fay,that you know ſuch learned 
mendoe ſay *tis-his,, but whetherit be ſo or no, . you _ 
; cannot(of your own knowledge)ſay. _ In caſe you h 

: BE fufferforthe 7744b, thus taken upontreZ, it is not, fox-- 


; wally,forGod or for his glory,thatyou give your teſt- 
imony/tisonly for.the credit and the honour of thoſe 


2 7% 
men,on whoſe au;hority and credit your faith is pinn'd, a 
/ \therforc beexhorted, as yol would keep in with God 

h in doing of his work, take beed of this; we condemn. 

, it inthe Papiſts,lerrs not fall into*r our ſelves. T have 

b bin ſomething large inthis,becauſcitis of ſuchimpor- 
- . tancethe other two. ſhall but.name and ſo conclude. | 

s ;  -2.Take heed how yau abate him any thing,to ſave 

0 yourſely-3ſavingis looſing in this caſe,youlooſe what 

e .youthink1o ſaveand looſe-himtoo : when God ſhall py 

h bring you to an Sower wherein by yourecſtates, or by als 
0 your perſons, you may ſtand him inſome ſtead,ſay nor '2 
at ſo much,father ſpare,me fromthis hewer, ſpare me in +3 
t, this croſſe, diſpence with,me in that, and let ine ſtep Ieb 12; I 
8 Þ}:it.over,(i'le take up the next, ſay as our Saviour did, 37-55 

 Þ forrhi.canſe came 1.z9 thi hower, $q.thele abiligies, to 

2 | ſuch a firneſſe,to this opportunity; that. I mighe be hi 

le Þ| inſtrument to doe his worke, toadvance his Goſ- __ 
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—ir "he: Rab” the. FH «his Nos] 

- "ſay, Father; y, Bon: thy Name, an oh in ſuppor- 

rn x liy' Merey inforgivirg.thy ſud in cater 4 
all thin Nos thebeh” and let that ſuſhice, that 


wy ſh aGod hel is whom you ſerve;ſogood, fo wile, RE 


'powerfall, ſo f4ichfull to hispeople. 

34 Doe nor the work of God negligently;) or to. 
halves; it, wif provoke and prieve the Lordeexcee- © 
'ding1y; ind little comfort thalll you have in whar'yie: | 
-doe,ot have already UYone. "Car ſed. is be that;doth the: © 

:work of God neglizently;Jer. 3.10. Tipeake n&r thigto” 
*accufe,bur'to warne you of a rock where many Have i 
andawe are very apt toſplit and ſuffer ſhipwrack of 
'xhatpence 2ad<ornfort we defire'; forletme tell you, * 
God will have His'workdone ; as Mordecai once ſaid © 


Heſt. 4.149 Heſter fo] may Tay, ſhould you bebackward, delj-- 


- Ver ance will ariſe ſome other way,andthar'may coſt you * 
deare: Youknow what once wasſaid of Caleb, Num, 
« 14.24. My fervant Caleb(ſayes God)beranſe he had an | 
other ſpirit with him,and hath follbwed mt fully , him will 
I bring into the land, and his ſeed ſhall poſſeſſe it 3; accot- 
dingly we find, he had adouble porcion given him, 
Toſh.14. This had he, whenas the people that negle- 
 ted/God and followed him'ro halves, were all eur 
-ſhatt and came not into-Ca#aax; would you'have a 
Catebs portion.in the comforts andthe bleſſ ings which 
we hope for? then do as Caleb did; followthe Lord yogr 
God" fully. God harh'not in the icaft negle&ed you, 
-how oft, how many wayes hath he delivered-yol, 
what greatthings hath he done for you, and for the 


- Kingdome?l concludeallwiththar exhortation ofthe 
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_ «Apoſtle;r Cor:1 558. Be ye Nedfaſt jurmoveable, alwajes | 


abennding inthe wit of the Eby d, for as nach a6 you! Hoow/ 
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